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The Clayton Chamber of Commerce is proud to honor Adam Birenbaum, The Wine Merchant and the 
Missouri History Museum for their outstanding achievements, contributions and commitment to Clayton.                                                             

We are extremely proud of their accomplishments!  Their successes contribute to the success and quality of life for all of us.

As chief executive officer for Bucking-
ham and BAM Advisor Services, Adam 
Birenbaum provides the dedicated, 

strategic leadership critical to advancing both lines 
of business at the Clayton-based firm. His focus 
is to enhance Buckingham’s position as one of the 
leading independent wealth management firms in 
the United States, while also providing vision for 
BAM Advisor Services, which oversees an active 
community of more than 140 wealth advisory 
practices collectively known as the BAM ALLI-
ANCE. Together, the two lines of business led by 
Adam service over 15,000 clients and manage or 
administer over $25.7 billion dollars of assets (as of 
Sept. 30, 2015).

Equally important to implementing his progres-
sive vision for the future is Adam’s commitment to 
the firm’s enduring legacy and his role of being the 
standard bearer of the history, values and culture 
established by the firm’s founders. He has success-
fully carried the torch from one generation to the 
next, maintaining the dynamic enthusiasm and 
client-first approach that has allowed Buckingham 
to thrive and grow into a company with more than 
10 locations across the country. 

As CEO of Buckingham and BAM, Adam leads 
strategic planning and initiatives across the entire 
organization, continuously evolving and improv-
ing its approach to attracting top talent, building 
robust infrastructure and delivering an unrivaled 
client experience. With his keen eye for succes-
sion and growth, Adam has helped Buckingham 
create deep wealth management teams to support 
the firm’s clients for generations to come, as well 
as expand its size and depth of client experience 
through a combination of organic and acquisition-
based growth strategies. The combination of these 
efforts has enabled Buckingham to become one of 
the largest Registered Investment Advisor firms in 
the country.

The Wine Merchant, Ltd. has been providing 
exceptional value, selection, and service in 
Clayton since 1992.  A cornerstone of The Wine 
Merchant experience is education, and they of-
fer a robust program of wine and spirits classes 
on various topics four nights a week. The Wine 
Merchant also hosts tastings every week, allow-
ing customers to sample before they buy. Their 
wine selection is always rotating, as the staff is 
constantly sampling and bringing in new and 
exciting wines to keep things interesting. They 
pride themselves on their incredible selection 
of value wines that offer a ton of bang for a few 
bucks.  

Wine collectors also find what they want at 

this store, as The 
Wine Merchant 
offers a wide va-
riety of rare and 
collectible wines 
for the connois-
seur.  

The Wine Merchant often teams up with local 
restaurants to offer wine dinners, welcoming 
special guests from wineries all over the world 
to pair their wines with our city’s terrific selec-
tion of cuisine. 

The Missouri History Museum has been active 
in the St. Louis community as the Missouri 
Historical Society since 1866. Founding 
members of the Missouri Historical Society 
sought to establish an organization “for the 
purpose of saving from oblivion the early 
history of the city and state.” 

The institution now has one of the largest 
collections of artifacts and historical materials 
of any regional history museum in the 
country. The Missouri History Museum houses 
the world’s largest collections on several 
significant national figures and events, most 
notably, Charles Lindbergh, the Lewis & Clark 
Expedition, and the 1904 World’s Fair.

In November 1987, voters in St. Louis City and 
St. Louis County voted for the Missouri History 
Museum to receive tax support through the 
Metropolitan Zoological Park and Museum 
District (ZMD).

The Missouri History Museum was accredited 
by the American Association of Museums in 
1993. A year later, the museum was one of 
three institutions in the country honored with 
the first National Award for Museum Service by 
the Institute for Museum and Library Services, 
which commended the organization as “a 
model for creating programs that use history 
as a context for today’s concerns.”

The Museum opened the Library and 
Research Center on South Skinker in 1991. 
In 2000, the Emerson Center opened, more 
than doubling the Missouri History Museum’s 
space available for exhibitions and community 
programming. 

Today, the Missouri History Museum is one of 
the most-visited history museums in the nation. 
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Adam’s enthusiasm for helping clients achieve their most 
important goals extends beyond the boardroom. He serves on the finan-
cial and investment committee for several nonprofit organizations and 
is a member of Fidelity’s Advisor Council. Adam is also active with the 
St. Louis Chapter of Young Presidents’ Organization (YPO). He is a past 
recipient of the prestigious 40 Under 40 award from the St. Louis Business 
Journal and was impressively recognized in 2012 as “The Most Influential 
Figure in the RIA Industry” by RIABiz.com. In 2014 he was included in 
the inaugural 40 Under 40 list published by Investment News.

Adam is a graduate of Vanderbilt University and Saint Louis Univer-
sity School of Law. He is an avid sports fan, an active collector of sports 
memorabilia and a lover of movies. He and his wife, a pediatrician, have 
three wonderful children — two daughters and a son.

Business Person of the Year: ADAM BIRENBAUM
Continued

The Wine Merchant was also a pioneer in the concept of the European-
style gourmet cheese counter, offering a huge selection of fresh cheeses 
and meats cut fresh to order. Customers can sample anything in the cheese 
department for free! 

The Wine Merchant’s staff includes sommeliers certified by the Court 
of Master Sommeliers, a worldwide organization recognizing excel-
lence in wine education. They believe that an enthusiastic, knowledge-
able staff makes the wine shopping experience fun and easy. 

In 2015, The Wine Merchant relocated into downtown Clayton on 
Forsyth Blvd. They have seen an overwhelmingly positive response to 
their new store, and owners Charles Prince and Jason Main are grateful 
to have been a part of Clayton’s thriving business community for well 
over 20 years.

Excellence in Retail/Service: The Wine Merchant

2015 Chamber President 
Kate Becker, SSM Health – St. 
Louis University Hospital; 
retiring board member Emily 
Castle, Castle Design; 2016 Board 
President Josh Ferguson, Kaldi’s 
Coffee and Chamber Executive 
Director Ellen gale.

Executive Director 
Ellen M. gale  (314) 726-0068
  egale@claytoncommerce.com
officers 2016 

President  
Josh Ferguson  Kaldi’s Coffee 

Vice Presidents 
Rebecca Boyer  KellyMitchell
Pat Buehring  Pulaski Bank
Nicole Zellweger  Stinson Leonard Street LLP
 

Past President 
Kate Becker  SSM Health - St. Louis University Hospital 

Board of Directors 

Chris Baucom Armstrong Teasdale
Dave Calvin EY
Emily Cantwell Lathrop & gage LLP
gary Carter City of Clayton
Josh Corson Visionary Capital
Tom Curran St. Louis County government
Jill Feldman Caleres
Jerry gennaria Brighton
Alan Kahn Enterprise Holdings
Art Kerckhoff CBRE
Amy Moss Bond Architects, Inc.
Barb Nikolychik  HM
Craig owens City of Clayton
William Reichmuth Centene Corporation
Ken Rosenbaum Buckingham 
Scott Sinning graybar
Ed Sluys Curtis, Heinz, garrett and o’Keefe P.C.
Peter Sortino Washington University in St. Louis
Brennen Soval Husch Blackwell LLP
Trip Straub Straub’s
Sharmon Wilkinson School District of Clayton
Carol Will Lola & Penelope’s
Karl Zang Commerce Bank
Tom Zetlmeisl RubinBrown LLP
David Zobel Danna McKitrick, PC

Associate Director 
Mary-Ellen Tobin  (314) 726-3070
   mtobin@claytoncommerce.com
office Manager
Mary Rosner  (314) 726-3033
   mrosner@claytoncommerce.com

Chamber office Info:
Phone (314) 726-3033 
Fax (314) 726-0637
www.claytoncommerce.com
225 South Meramec, Suite 300
Clayton, Mo 63105

New Board Members

The Clayton Chamber of Commerce welcomes Tom Curran, St. Louis 
County government; Jerry gennaria, Brighton; Karl Zang, Commerce Bank 
and David Zobel, Danna McKitrick P.C. to the 2016 Board of Directors.

Welcoming patients of all ages.

©2015 SSM Health. All rights reserved.  PO-15-53799  10/15 

Medical Group  
9759 Manchester Road 
Rock Hill, MO 63119

Rock Hill – Family 
Medicine with OB
We are thrilled to be in 
Rock Hill, a community 
centered on family  
and friends.” 

• Kate Endicott, MD 
• Anne Jacob, MD 
• Katy Liu, MD

To make an 
appointment, call   
314-781-4922.

“

Now Open

Schedule appointments 
and get test results 24/7 
online or with the app.

Stay connected  
with MyChart®

ssmdrs.com
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2015brought Vice President Emily Castle’s board term to an end.  
Emily was a very dedicated board member.  We are grateful for her 
invaluable contributions.  She was always the first to volunteer when 
assistance was needed, especially in the Chamber’s beverage booth 
at the Saint Louis Art Fair.  We wish her all the best!

~ from your friends at Pulaski Bank ~

CLAYTON BANK
175 Carondelet Plaza

314-863-7777
www.pulaskibank.com

Member FDIC

Congratulations on receiving the
Excellence in Retail Service Award!

Past President’s Letter

on behalf of the 2015 Board of Directors, I wish 
you a happy and successful 2016!  The past year 
has been another outstanding one for the Clayton 
Chamber and we are looking forward to providing you 
with more opportunities in the coming year.  We will 
continue to offer meaningful programs and events 
designed to educate and create opportunities to grow 
your business.  I encourage you to get involved and make the most of your 
membership!

I want to personally acknowledge the Chamber’s Executive Director Ellen 
gale and her outstanding team, Mary-Ellen Tobin and Mary Rosner for their 
dedication and commitment to the Chamber.  I also want to thank retiring 
board member, Emily Castle for her service to our organization.  I know she 
will continue to be involved and active in the Chamber.  It’s been a pleasure 
working with all of you!

Many congratulations to Adam Birenbaum - Business Person of the Year, The 
Wine Merchant- Retail Business of the Year and The Missouri History Museum-
Cornerstone Award winner.  Your accomplishments strengthen our business 
community as a whole.

The Chamber continues to be in good hands with an extraordinary board 
of directors under the leadership of Josh Ferguson in 2016.  I hope that you 
will continue to invest in our organization and take advantage of all of the 
benefits the Chamber has to offer.

Best wishes in 2016!

Kate Becker
President, 2015

President’s Letter

A new year is upon us and I’m honored to 
transition in as this year’s Clayton Chamber of 
Commerce president.  I follow the footsteps of 
outgoing president Kate Becker who worked 
diligently to ensure last year ran seamlessly.  on 
behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to thank her 
once again for making 2015 such a success. 

We kicked off the New Year with our annual State of the City event January 
14th. This is just the start a of busy year, with a full calendar of events that 
support our mission to provide leadership, information and advocacy, and 
to present and sponsor programs and events that sustain the economic 
environment and quality of life in Clayton.

I encourage you to get involved, stay informed and take advantage of the 
many opportunities the Chamber has to offer you and your place of business.  
Leadership Clayton, the Power Hour Networking Luncheons, Parties in the Park, 
Best of Clayton, and many more, offer a wide variety of activities throughout the 
year. 

Also, I’m excited to announce that in 2016 you will see an update to our logo, 
improvements to the website and better communication through social media 
outlets. 

on behalf of the Board of Directors and staff, I want to thank you for your 
commitment to continue a long tradition of excellence in Clayton.  I’m very 
grateful for the opportunity to serve as president and I look forward to the many 
exciting things planned this year!

                                              Josh Ferguson
President, 2016

Kate Becker Josh Ferguson
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Leadership Clayton Class of 2016

The Leadership Clayton program educates and develops effective community leaders.  The program provides an opportunity to learn about the 
Clayton community and focuses on significant issues facing our region today.  Participants interact with local business leaders in Clayton and 
St. Louis County government, business and other civic organizations.  They also develop and implement a project to benefit the community.         

We invite you to meet the Class of 2016.

Presented by

SCoTT CLARK     
Scott Clark is Vice-President of Commercial Banking at Simmons Bank, 
which is a subsidiary of Simmons First National Corporation.  With over 
10 years of banking experience, Scott has a great deal of experience 
working with C&I and Commercial Real Estate lending.  He prides 
himself on serving his clients as a true relationship manager for all 
lending, depository and treasury management services.  Along with 
his professional experience, he holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 
accounting and a MBA from University Missouri –St. Louis.  

STEPHEN DAVIS     
Stephen Davis is an associate attorney at Capes, Sokol, goodman & 
Sarachan, P.C., where he represents businesses and individuals in a 
wide variety of legal matters, including business disputes, personal 
injuries, real estate issues, corporate governance of non-profits and 
community associations, and criminal defense matters. Stephen 
received his juris doctorate from Washington University School of 
Law, and is admitted to practice in Missouri and Illinois. Stephen is a 
member of the Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis and the St. 
Louis County Bar Association. The Missouri Bar recently recognized 
Stephen on its 2014 Pro Bono Wall of Fame, a distinction honoring his commitment to 
providing legal counsel for the public interest. 

WAYNE DUNKER     
Wayne Dunker is the Recreation Manager for Clayton Parks and Rec-
reation Department and is responsible for overseeing the operations 
of the Aquatic, Fitness and Athletics and Facilities in Shaw Park and at 
The Center of Clayton.  Previously he was the Recreation Supervisor 
for Webster groves and Fenton Parks and Recreation Departments for 
twelve years where he managed programming for youth, adults and 
seniors.  In 2009 he was honored by the City of Webster groves for sav-
ing a man’s life at the recreation complex.  He is active in Missouri Park 
and Recreation Association and Sacred Heart’s Men’s Club and Athletic 
Association.  Wayne received his B.S. in Recreation from Southeast Missouri State Uni-
versity and his M.A. in Management and Leadership from Webster University.  

gEoRgE ERTLE     
george Ertle is the Assistant to the City Manager for the City of 
Clayton.  His primary responsibilities include communications, 
performance management, and special projects.  He has experience 
working for local governments in ohio, Kansas, and Texas.  He received 
his BA from the University of Dayton in 2008 and his Master of Public 
Administration degree from the University of Kansas in 2010.   george 
is an active member of the International City/County Management As-
sociation.  He and his wife, Christine, reside in grantwood Village with 
their daughter Jackie and terrier Riggins.

JENNIFER gEBHARDT    
Jennifer gebhardt, CPA, is an Associate in the Assurance Services 
division of Purk and Associates, PC where she performs audits and 
reviews for clients in a number of industries including manufactur-
ing, not-for-profit, employee benefit plans, and local unions.  After 
graduating from Webster University in 2010 with a Bachelor of Science 
in Accounting and Finance, she began working for Mueller Prost PC 
and left to join Purk and Associates, PC in 2012.  She earned her CPA 
certification in 2013 and is a member of the MSCPA and AICPA.  Jen-
nifer is also a junior board member of Angels’ Arms.

JESSICA gERICKE    
Jessica gericke graduated from Lindenwood University in 2012 with 
a Master of Business Administration degree. She joined KellyMitchell 
in 2014, working in the Human Resources Department as the Benefits 
Specialist. She is responsible for performing a wide variety of tasks in 
support of the KellyMitchell benefit plan administration for employ-
ees nationwide.  KellyMitchell group is a premier technology consult-
ing company dedicated to matching the most qualified IT profession-
als with top organizations nation-wide.  Jessica is an active member 
of the community and serves as the co-chair of KellyMitchell’s United 
Way campaign. She enjoys spending her free time with her husband and daughter

MICHAEL gIANINo    
Michael gianino is the Staffing Coordinator at Homewatch Caregiv-
ers.  He is a graduate of St. Louis University High School and earned 
a degree in finance from the University Missouri - St. Louis.  While at 
UMSL, he held the position of treasurer for the Catholic Newman Cen-
ter. Currently, he is pursuing his MBA at UMSL. During his seven years 
at Homewatch Caregivers, he has twice helped the company earn 
more than two million dollars in annual revenue. In Michael’s free 
time he likes to exercise, cook and spend time with family.

STEPHANIE HALLER    
Stephanie Haller, CPA, is an Associate at Purk & Associates, P.C. where 
she is part of the Assurance Service division responsible for complet-
ing audits, reviews, compilations, and preparing tax returns primarily 
for multi-employer benefit plans, local unions, and not-for-profit en-
gagements. She was featured in the St. Louis Business Journal’s 2015 
“30 Under 30”. Stephanie’s positive attitude and attention to detail 
make her a strong Team Member and valuable asset to her clients. 
Stephanie is also a Big Sister to an 11 year-old for Big Brothers Big 
Sisters and a Junior Board member for a local charity, Angels’ Arms.

MARY BETH HILLoW    
Mary Beth Hillow brings a strong customer focus, critical thinking and 
more than 25 years of business development and strategic planning to 
her role as Business Development for SSM Health - St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal.  She serves as a liaison between hospital and physician offices as a 
pivotal point of contact and communication for executive leadership.  
Prior to joining SSM Health, Mary started up the first franchise of its kind 
in Missouri, an operation specializing in hand sculpted gourmet fruit 
arrangements, Edible Arrangements.  After positioning the store with 
successful sales and a team of 7, she sold the franchise to an employee.  
Mary’s background in business development includes 9 years in the 
pharmaceutical industry where she was recognized for achieving leadership awards for top 
national sales performance. Additional sales experience includes corporate sales with Dun 
and Bradstreet as an Account Manager. Mary received her BA from Lindenwood Univer-
sity where she is currently working on completing her MBA. Mary volunteers for the SSM 
Health foundation.  In her free time, she enjoys hiking, live theatre, and travel.

RoBIN BUTLER LEoNARD     
Robin Leonard is the owner and founder of green Light Consulting, 
a boutique marketing consulting firm. green Light works with small 
and mid-sized businesses in transition to help them get clear on their 
business goals and developing a comprehensive roadmap to get there. 
Focus areas include professional services firms, B2B sales systems and 
family-owned business transitions.  A recent transplant from Columbus, 
ohio, Robin graduated from The ohio State University with a degree in 
marketing.  Robin is becoming active in the St. Louis area with a number 
of different non-profit organizations and believes strongly in giving back 
to the community. She lives in Clayton with her husband and two children.

REIgAN MASSEY     
Reigan Massey is a PR Account Executive at Brighton Agency, an 
integrated marketing agency in Clayton. In this role, she works with 
healthcare, agriculture and pet care clients to support and effec-
tively market their brand initiatives. Prior to joining Brighton, Reigan 
worked with Step Brightly Creative, Memory Care Home Solutions, the 
University of Illinois Foundation and PR Consulting. She is a member 
of the Young Friends of the Contemporary Art Museum, Young Zoo 
Friends and is an alumna of Chi omega Fraternity. Reigan graduated 
from the University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana with dual degrees 
in Psychology and French. In her spare time, Reigan enjoys traveling, 
practicing yoga and painting.

CHAD MEHLMAN    
Chad Mehlman is a Senior Financial Analyst at Altus Properties.  He 
leads the financial underwriting of new commercial real estate acqui-
sitions, refinances and recapitalizations.   Since joining Altus in 2013, 
Chad has worked on equity and debt transactions totaling over $300 
million in value.  Chad is a 2012 graduate of the Leeds School of Busi-
ness at the University of Colorado - Boulder.

ANDREW MEYER     
Andrew Meyer is an associate at the law firm of Husch Blackwell LLP. 
As a member of the Real Estate, Development & Construction industry 
team, Andrew represents businesses, investors, developers and public 
bodies with a variety of commercial real estate and corporate transac-
tions. Andrew has significant experience assisting public bodies with 
planning, financing and developing public infrastructure projects, spe-
cifically in the areas of flood protection and floodplain development.  
He earned a Bachelors of Business Administration from the University 
of Dayton, a Masters of Business Administration from Southern Illinois 
University-Edwardsville and a law degree from Washington University 
in St. Louis. Currently, Andrew serves on the Young Professionals Board 
for Friends of Wings and the Alumni Board for Chaminade College Preparatory. 

MARK MURDAUgH    
Mark Murdaugh moved with his family to St. Louis in 2014 after living 
on the Western Slope of Colorado for 10 years. He and his family are 
enjoying the metro-urban lifestyle under the Arch. Mark’s wife Mary Kay 
grew up in St. Louis and his 6 year-old son gulliver enjoys being near his 
grandparents, aunts/uncles, and cousins.  Mark spent his time in Colo-
rado enjoying the outdoors while owning and operating a property/
casualty insurance business specializing in products and services for 
gunnison County’s cattle ranches.  Before that Mark was involved in the 
transportation industry. Mark holds a bachelor’s degree from oklahoma 
City University in Communications, as well as a BA in Accounting from 
Colorado Western State University. Mark is currently an associate with Purk & Associates, 
P.C. He performs tax and assurance services, working with clients ranging from individu-
als and entrepreneurs, to non-profits and estates/trusts.   In his spare time Mark enjoys 
spending time in family activities. You might also find him on the golf course.

TARA o’SULLIVAN    
Tara o’Sullivan is an officer in the Treasury Management division of PNC 
Financial Services group.  Tara joined PNC Bank in June 2014 as a Trea-
sury Management Analyst in the Development Program. She excelled 
through the program and was promoted to a Treasury Management 
officer in May 2015. Prior to PNC, Tara was an Enterprise Performance 
Management Consultant for The Hackett group. She specialized in FP&A 
Benchmark Engagements, ERP Systems Implementations, Management 
Reporting Solutions, and Payroll Integration Projects.  Tara earned her 
Bachelors of Science in Business Administration with an emphasis in 
Finance from the University of Missouri - Columbia. She was a Walton Scholar and gradu-
ated Cum Laude.   She serves as an Alumni Mentor for the Trulaske College of Business 
Alumni Mentor Program.  She is also a volunteer for Big Brothers Big Sisters, The Little Bit 
Foundation and genNext with the United Way.

MARY RoSNER     
Mary Rosner is the office Manager for the Clayton Chamber of Commerce.  She has held 
this position for more than 15 years.  In this role, Mary is responsible for the organization 

and coordination of office operations, procedures and administrative 
activities that facilitate the smooth running of the Chamber office.  Prior 
to her position at the Chamber, Mary served the Junior League of St. 
Louis as an office assistant & front desk receptionist and worked for 
Marriott West St. Louis in sales & catering.  In 2010, Mary started her 
own business, Ink’d Promotional Products, a company that focusses 
on specialized products for businesses and organizations.  Mary is a 
dedicated volunteer for Komen Race for the Cure and the Fontbonne 
University Softball Program.  She has been married for 34 years to Bill 
Rosner, has four grown children and many dogs! 

BRENT STEVENS     
Brent Stevens is a partner in RubinBrown’s Assurance Services group 
and the leader of the firm’s College and University Industry group. Brent 
also has international accounting experience, which he gained when 
working in England through his participation in the Baker Tilly Inter-
national Secondment Program.  Brent obtained his B.S. and Masters in 
Accounting from St. Louis University.  He is a member of the Missouri 
Society of Certified Public Accountants, American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants, National Association of College and University 
Business officers.  His community involvement includes serving on the 
Audit Committee of the Ronald McDonald House.

CHRISToPHER SULLIVAN    
Christopher B. Sullivan is a Risk Management Advisor at PoWERS Insurance 
& Benefits. Chris specializes in commercial property & casualty insurance 
and also provides personal insurance services as well. Before PoWERS, 
Chris spent 4 years at State Farm where he graduated to the role of agency 
manager of one of the largest agencies in the metropolitan area. In 2009 
Chris graduated with a BS in Marketing from Quincy University in Quincy, 
Illinois. A lifetime resident and proponent of St. Louis City, Chris is active 
in his neighborhood association where his wife Jessica serves as a board 
member. Chris holds two professional designations: CLCS – Commercial 
Lines Coverage Specialist and PWCA – Professional Workers’ Compensation 
Advisor.

MICHAEL ToRNEY    
Michael Torney, an Advisor with Buckingham, provides integrated wealth 
management services including investment, estate, and tax planning 
strategies. Mike graduated Franklin and Marshall College and earned his 
J.D. and Tax LL.M. from Washington University in St. Louis.  outside of work, 
Mike serves on the planning committee for the Washington University St. 
Louis Young Alumni Association and is the regional director of the Franklin 
and Marshall Admission Network.  In his free time, Mike enjoys spending 
time with his wife Erin, golfing, and all things food.

PENNY WAgNER      
Penny Wagner is the Director of Marketing & Community Development for 
Clayton on the Park luxury high-rise apartments.  With a passion for connect-
ing people & building relationships, she serves as an energetic ambassador 
of the St. Louis region, introducing residents to area businesses, services & 
charitable organizations.  In addition, Penny is an owner of her family’s school 
photography company, Wagner Portrait group, where she designs programs 
for school & youth sports leagues across the Midwest.  Native to St. Louis, 
Penny holds degrees from the University of Arkansas, as well as a Master’s 
in Business Administration. Penny is an active volunteer for Pedal the Cause, 
Stray Rescue & The United Way, as well as travels nationally speaking on fam-
ily business growth strategies and recently chosen as the Keynote Speaker for 
the 2015 STL Family Business Awards honoring the top family-owned firms in the region.

JoNATHAN WoLFF    
Jonathan Wolff is a near-lifelong resident of St. Louis. He attended John 
Burroughs School, followed by Washington University in St. Louis for his 
bachelor’s and law degree. Jonathan currently practices as a corporate 
attorney at Armstrong Teasdale, where he works on business transactions 
and startup companies. When not in the office, he enjoys travelling.  He 
volunteers in the community and serves on the Young Friends Boards of 
the Zoo and North Side Community School and serves on the Board of 
Directors of Wesley House St. Louis.
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Get what you need to take your business to the next 
level. We’ll provide customized solutions to make 
your life easier by helping you finance equipment, 
conserve capital or manage cash flow.

Grow your small business 
and your world.

©2016 COMMERCE  BANCSHARES, INC.

Let’s talk business.
314.726.2255 | commercebank.com
Clayton Banking Center, 8000 Forsyth

J18409 STL SBB Ad Clayton Chamber Winter 2016.indd   1 12/29/2015   9:16:53 AM

Convenient Parking On Site

314-862-4667

Best of Clayton

The 2015 Best of Clayton presented by Centene Corporation gave the metro-area an opportunity to learn 
about the unique and special businesses that comprise the Clayton Chamber of Commerce.  Attendees 
had the opportunity to meet one on one with more than 40 businesses and network with a wide variety of 
people.  As a bonus – the event featured incredible door prizes!

SPECIAL THANKS To oUR SPoNSoRS

Aberdeen Heights
Bethesda Health group

Blade Technologies
Central Trust & Investment Company

Clayton Behavioral
Clayton Chamber of Commerce

Cobbler’s Corner
Commerce Bank

Dielmann Sotheby’s International Realty
Elizabeth Real Estate group

FastSigns
Fontbonne University

go! St. Louis
graduate Business Programs @ SLU

Intaglio Plus
Kakao Chocolate

Kaldi’s Coffee Roasting Company
Laclede Cab Company

Marquard’s Cleaners
Pathways to Independence

Potbelly Sandwich Shop 
Pole Position Raceway

School District of Clayton
Sheraton Clayton Plaza

SSM Health – St. Mary’s Hospital
St. Louis Artists’ guild

Straub’s Market
Subway Sandwiches & Salads
Universal Creative Concepts

Wellbridge Athletic Club & Day Spa
Whitebox Eatery

Xo Communications

Presented by

BEST oF CLAYToN VENDoRS

Presenting Sponsor:                                                        Platinum Reception Sponsors:

Premier Vendors

If 2015 was 
a year of 

planning and 
anticipation, 
2016 is certain 
to be a year of 
action. Having 
progressed 
from concept 
to design to 
construction, 

three major residential mixed-use projects 
are now underway in the downtown Clayton 
area:

•	 212	South	Meramec	(formerly	known	
as “The Crossing”), a 26 story building with 
250 apartments
•	 25	N.	Central,	a	6	story	building	at	the	

corner of N. Central and Maryland Ave. with 
121 apartments
•	 The	Clayton	Vanguard	at	8500	

Maryland Ave., a 5 story building with 229 
apartments

The impact of these three projects will 
be substantial, as an estimated 1,000 
new residents will be living in 600 new 
apartments all within easy walking distance 
to the shops and restaurants in downtown 
Clayton. The influx of new residents will 
add vibrancy to our downtown and provide 
existing merchants and restaurants with new 
customers. In addition to 600 apartments, the 
three projects will also include 27,548 square 
feet of new retail space and the promise of 
new and exciting shops and restaurants.

And there is more…as these three projects 
progressed to the construction phase, several 
other projects began the conceptual phase.  
These exciting projects will continue to add 
to the residential, commercial and retail 
experience of our city. Clayton – the epicenter 
of commerce, life and education in the St. 
Louis Region.

From the elected officials in Clayton to our 
Clayton Chamber of Commerce partners, we 
wish you a healthy and successful 2016.

Harold Sanger
Clayton Mayor

Mayor’s Message

Harold Sanger

Returns to Downtown Clayton
May 11, 2016!

Sponsorship Opportunities Available
For more information contact 

Ellen Gale 314-726-0068 
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News From our Members

A Full-Service Marketing & Creative Agency
brightonagency.com  |  314.726.0700

CLAYToN IDoL   

Tim o’Neill of Mueller Prost belted out a tune to take 
the 2015 Clayton Idol honor.  The Annual Clayton Idol 
took place at  The Wheelhouse in downtown Clayton in       

November.  
Seven extremely talented singers competed for the title of 

2015 Clayton Idol to the delight of their cheering 
fans!  More than $1000 was raised for this year’s 

charity, World Pediatric Project

Congratulations to our winners:
2015 CLAYToN IDoL

Tim o’Neill

THANK YOU TO OUR HOST

WHEELHOUSE
a crafted establishment

the
WHEELHOUSE

a crafted establishment

the

THANK YOU PRIZE DONORS: 

2015 Singing Contestants

 2015 Charity was the World Pediatric Project

Armstrong Teasdale LLP
Armstrong Teasdale welcomes 
Scott graves as Chief Financial 
officer.  The firm also welcomes 
Sarah Harmon, Ryan Fournier, 
Mark Schwarz and Margaret 
Wichmann.
Armstrong Teasdale received the 
highest possible score on the 
2016 Corporate Equality Index 
(CEI), a national benchmarking 
survey and report on corporate policies and 
practices related to lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LgBT) workplace equality.

Bethesda Health group INC
Effective January 1, 2016, Bethesda assumed 
management of operations at Barnes-Jewish 
Extended Care in Clayton. operational manage-
ment includes all aspects of residential care, 
staffing and business functions.

Concordia Seminary
Concordia Seminary’s President, 
Dr. Dale A. Meyer, an-
nounced a $180 million 
fundraising campaign - 
generations: The Cam-
paign for Concordia Seminary.   It is the largest in 
the Seminary’s 176-year history and will build en-
dowment, increase annual support and expand 
library and learning technology initiatives.

Curtis, Heinz, garrett & o’Keefe, P.C
Curtis, Heinz, 
garrett & o’Keefe 
welcomes Debo-
rah Henry and 
Katherine Henry to 
the firm. 

Fontbonne University 
Fontbonne University welcomes Craig glover of 
Norwalk Community Health Center and Brian 
Ragen of Pomona College to its board of trustees.
Fontbonne University named Matthew Bander-
man to its Council of Regents. Banderman, an 
alum of the university will serve on the council 
which is a non-governing body that provides 
guidance and support to university administra-
tors. 

gershman Commercial Real Estate 
gershman 
Commercial 
has promoted 
Courtney Hix, 
Senior Property 
Manager; Lily 
Seymour, Vice 
President and 
Roger Zigler, 
Associate Vice 
President. They 
also welcome 
Melissa Chap-
nick, Associate 
and Courtney 
Meredith, a 
Property Admin-
istrator.

gladys Manion, Inc.
gladys Manion, 
Inc. is proud 
to announce 
the addition of 
Alicia McCarty, 
Alexander Rog-
ers and Katie 
Shirrell to its 
team. 

Husch Blackwell LLP
In April and october Husch Blackwell was a part 
of Wellbridge’s Healthiest Companies Challenge. 

Janey McAfee
Janet McAfee welcomes Julie Novak, Linda Rob-
ben and Mac Scott as Sales Associates.

Mueller Prost
MaryPat 
Davitz was 
awarded the 
2015 Woman 
to Watch – Experienced Leader by the Missouri 
Society of Certified Public Accountants (MSCPA) 
and the American Institute of Certified Public Ac-
countants (AICPA).

Northwestern Mutual
Ben Lukens has been named 
District Director of Northwestern 
Mutual’ s district office in Clayton.

PoWERS Insurance and Benefits
PoWERS Insurance and Benefits 
introduced a new cyber liability 
program to protect clients if their 
personal, employee or customer 
information is stolen.  The new insurance cover-
age is designed to safeguard businesses and 
organizations from liability claims involving the 
unauthorized release of information.

  
  
  

PoWeRS insurance and Benefits received the silver desig-
nation by insurance Journal as the “Best Agency to Work 
For in 2015 – Midwest Region.”
Sandberg Phoenix & Von gontard P.C. 
Sandberg Phoenix announced Thomas Addis, 
Nicole Larch, Stephen Murphy, Sara obermark 
and Nick Van Deven as Shareholders, named to 
the position for their outstanding legal abilities 
and commitment to client service.

Scott graves

Roger Zigler

Courtney Hix

Katherine HenryDeborah Henry

Lily Seymour

Melissa Chapnick

Katie ShirrellAlicia McCarty

Linda Robben Mac ScottJulia Novak

Ben Lukens

Nicole Larch Stephen MurphyThomas Addis
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New Members
Clayton Valet
Mr. Chris Rodriguez
7533 Forsyth Blvd.
Suite C
Clayton, Mo  63105
(314) 932-5748
Fax: (314) 423-3578
Website: www.claytonvalet.com
Parking
Valet parking and parking lot management.

Document & Network Technologies, Inc.
Mr. Mike Kennedy
2275 Cassens Ct.
Suite 112
Fenton, Mo  63026
(314) 773-6000
office Supplies/equipment
If you have a business need (equipment, technology 
or document management, production or
destruction), DNT has a solution. one Partner. one 
Solution.
 

Fallon Security Design
Mr. William Fallon
6032 Clemens Ave.
St. Louis, Mo  63112
(314) 296-3287
Fax: (314) 584-2063
Website: www.security-design.net
investigative/Security Services
Fallon Security Design offers cutting edge consult-
ing and project management services for Access
Control, Video Surveillance, Intercommunications, 
Emergency Broadcast and Command & Control 
needs.

Green Light Consulting
Ms. Robin Leonard
911 Washington Ave.
Suite 500
St. Louis, Mo  63101
(314) 600-8466
Website: www.greenlightideas.com
Consultant
green Light is a marketing consulting firm that 
helps business owners in transition achieve their 
business success and piece of mind.

 

Sewell Law
Mr. Michael Sewell
8000 Maryland Avenue
Suite 1380
Clayton, Mo  63105
(314) 261-7528
Website: www.sewelllaw.net
Attorney/Law Firm
Sewell Law helps private businesses raise invest-
ment capital through equity crowdfunding under 
the JoBS Act. Sewell Law also provides litigation 
services and asset protection strategies.
 

Tom James of St. Louis
Mr. Ralph Decker
12101 Woodcrest Executive Dr.
Suite 150
St. Louis, Mo  63141
(314) 862-6500
Fax: (314) 863-5057
Website: www.tomjames.com
Clothing
Tom James Company is the world’s largest manufac-
turer and retailer of custom clothing. our highly
trained Tailors come directly to your home or office, 
saving you valuable time. They plan, coordinate, and 
maintain your wardrobe so you are perfectly attired 
for any situation - business, casual, social, or formal.
 

Vincent Van Doughnut
Mr. Vincent Marsden
40 N. Central Ave.
Clatyon, Mo  63105
(314) 899-9500
Website: www.vincentvandoughnut.com
Restaurant/Catering
Made-from-scratch doughnuts & pastries offering 
catering options for any size party or meeting.

CHAMBER EVENTS

ANNUAL CULINARY EVENT  Presented by

at Kitchen conservatory

OUR BREADTH 
OF KNOWLEDGE,

TAILORED TO  
YOUR NEEDS.

120 S. Central Ave, Ste. 1800 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

314- 854-8600

Banking & Finance
Commercial Litigation

Commercial Real Estate
Eminent Domain

Employment Counseling  
& Litigation

Estate Planning  |  Family Law
General Civil Litigation

Land Use & Zoning
Mergers & Acquisitions

Taxation  |  Trade Associations
Trust & Estate Litigation

Venture Capital & Private Equity

CARMODY MACDONALD

Congratulates THE 2015 
BUSINESS AWARD HONOREES
CLAYTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

~ over 30 years ~

carmodymacdonald.com

www.centerofclayton.com
314-290-8500

50 Gay Ave. | Clayton, MO 63105Center
The Center of Clayton

CC www.centerofclayton.com
314-290-8500

Near the intersection of Ladue Rd. & I-170Center
The Center of Clayton

CC

Invest in yourself.
Invest in the community.

iPhone Android

Download STLtaxi App now!

Brought to you by
Laclede Cab Company

STLtaxi is the fastest, easiest 
way to order a taxi in St. Louis!
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2015 PoWER HoUR 
NETWoRKINg LUNCHEoN

CHAMBER EVENTS

New Members November 2015:
Michael Sewell, 
Sewell Law and 

Jonathan Kootman and Ralph 
Decker, Tom James of St. Louis.

Mary-Ellen Tobin, Clayton 
Chamber of Commerce; Keli 
Jackson, Interim Dean Steve 
Ehrlich,  University College 
at Washington University; 
guest speaker Tom Ackerman, 
KMoX Radio Sports Director 
and Karen Novak, University 
College at Washington 
University.

AnnuAl Bowling BAsh 
Tropicana Bowling Lanes

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2016
5:30

Sign uP eARLy AS thiS event SeLLS-out And theRe ARe no WALk-inS

The Chamber proudly announCes

AS the PReSenting SPonSoR oF the
 2016 Power Hour 

NetworkiNg LuNcHeoNs
March 22, May 24, July 26, 

SepteMber 27 & NoveMber 15

Pillar in the Community

PRESENTED BY

The Clayton Chamber of Commerce honored Dave Peacock December 4th 
at the Ritz-Carlton, St. Louis with the 2015 Pillar in the Community Award.

David A. Peacock is the former president of Anheuser Busch.  As head of the 
company, Peacock was responsible for the commercial success of Anheuser-
Busch and managing U.S. operations for the company.  Peacock led the 
integration of the company with InBev in the U.S. delivering over $2 billion 
in synergies with minimal impact to employee engagement and an improve-
ment in the company’s reputation.  

In 2014, Peacock was 
appointed by Missouri 
governor Jay Nixon to lead 
the task force to keep NFL 
football in St. Louis.  In this 
capacity, he assembled a 
team of industry leaders to develop a plan for a new $1 billion downtown stadium and redevelop-
ment.  This team included HoK, SMg, Barrett Sports group, Premier Sports and goldman Sachs.  

Peacock is currently a lead investor and chairman for Vitaligent, LLC that owns 77 Jamba Juice 
stores in Northern California, Missouri and Kansas. Vitaligent has $58 million in sales and is Jamba 
Juice’s largest franchisee.   He is also an investor and board member of Ronnoco Coffee, LLC – a cof-
fee company competing in the Midwest with over $70 million in sales.  He also serves as a director 
of Schnucks Markets, Inc.  Peacock also supports St Louis’ growing start-up community as a mem-
ber of the advisory board for Lewis & Clark Ventures and Lockerdome. 

Peacock demonstrates his dedication to the community by serving on the board of directors of 
several charitable and civic organizations.  He is chairman of the St. Louis Sports Commission, an 
organization supporting amateur sports event bids in St. Louis.  He is also a member of the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame National Advisory Board and St. Louis’ CityArchRiver 2015 Board where he co-
chaired the quiet campaign, which raised $180 million.  He is on the United Way of greater St. Louis 

board, a member of the Biblical Business Training board of directors and a member 
of the Concordance Academy advisory board, an organization focused on reducing 
recidivism among the U.S. prison population.  Peacock formerly served as chairman of 

the Beer Institute, the U.S. beer industry’s policy organization and was also previously 
chairman of the St. Louis chapter of the American Red Cross. 

A native of St. Louis, Peacock holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism from the Uni-
versity of Kansas.  He also holds a master’s degree in business administration from 
Washington University in St. Louis, from which he received the Distinguished Alumni 
Award in 2009.  He lives in St. Louis with his wife and three children.

Kate Becker, 2015 Clayton Chamber Board President, Dave Peacock, 2015 Pillar 
in the Community with Josh Ferguson, 2016 Clayton Chamber Board President; 
Rebecca Boyer, 2014 Clayton Chamber Board President and Ellen gale, Clayton 
Chamber Executive Director

PRESENTED BY

EXPERIENCE  ST. LOUIS’ PREMIER SUMMER DAY CAMP!

CALL 854-6023 TO REGISTER OR VISIT WWW.SUMMERQUEST.ORG.

SUMMERQUEST has the BEST programs, the BEST facilities, the BEST camp counselors and the BEST 
campers! SUMMERQUEST features six weeks of K-6 activities and programs and a two-week ARTS & 
SCIENCE camp for seventh- and eighth-graders. Located at Clayton High School, The Center of 
Clayton and Shaw Park, SUMMERQUEST offers the BEST summer camp experience in St. Louis!

SUMMERQUESTWe take fun seriously!

Session I - June 6 to June 17 
Session II - June 20 to July 1 
Session III - July 5 to July 15

PRESENTED BY

Share Your News
If you have information you wish to share with our 

members, please send a Press Release and photo to 
Mary-Ellen Tobin at mtobin@claytoncommerce.com.  

We will make every effort to include your information in 
an upcoming edition and reserve the right to edit.
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China, Spain 
& Morocco
our overseas adventures to China, Spain and 

Morocco last fall will not soon be forgotten!  We 
made incredible memories that will last a lifetime!  The 
China travelers explored Beijing, Xi’an and Shanghai.  
They saw Tian An Men Square, the Forbidden City, the 
awe inspiring Terra Cotta Warriors, the magnificent 
great Wall of China and so much more! The Spain/
Morocco travelers immersed themselves in medieval 
architecture, stunning palaces and mosques, cathedrals 
and celebrated monuments.  They indulged in fabulous 
food and wine, and enjoyed spectacular sightseeing 
from Madrid, granada, Cordoba, Seville, Barcelona 
to Casablanca, Rabat, Fez, Meknes and Marrakech.  If 
you want to see the world, join us on our next global 
adventure! 

in Clayton
  this Spring

Stay
    &     Play

Clayton 
Crawl for a 

Cause
Join Clayton bars and restaurants 

to raise money and awareness 
for local charities!

www.claytonmo.gov/crawl.

Grab lunch from one of Clayton’s 
restaurants and relax to free 

concerts in front of City Hall by 
great local musicians.

Taste wines while enjoying 
great musical performances on 

Carondelet Avenue.

Celebrate the Cardinal’s Home 
Opening Day with a free hotdog 

lunch at Clayton City Hall.

Are you ready for summer?  Stop 
by Central Avenue for great 

music, delicious food, backyard 
games and more!

Cards Home 
Opener 
Lunch

May Musical 
Mondays

Clayton 
Summer 
Kickoff

Music & Wine 
Festival

See all events at www.claytonmo.gov/events
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 2015 China Travelers 2015 Morocco Travelers

  2015 Spain Travelers

 Photo By : Randy Tankersley Photo By : Randy Tankersley

 Photo By : Randy Tankersley

 Photo By : Randy Tankersley



225 South Meramec Ave., Suite 300
Clayton, MO 63105

www.claytoncommerce.com
Postmaster

Time Sensitive Material – Deliver On or Before 
February 18, 2016
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PAID
St. Louis, Mo
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THE LUXURY HOME EXPERTS 
SERVING ST. LOUIS FOR EIGHT DECADES

314-721-4755 | gladysmanion.com

Proud to be Locally Owned and Operated Since 1936


